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The Congressional Cancer Promise is a commitment we are asking Members of Congress to make in support of our federal legislative agenda for the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network.  It is what we want to accomplish on Capitol Hill over the next 1-2 years, and are key short-term steps that the country needs to take to accelerate the fight against cancer.  
When will Members of Congress hear about the Congressional Cancer Promise?

Members of Congress will have several opportunities to hear about the Congressional Cancer Promise.  American Cancer Society Government Relations staff will introduce the Promise to Members this summer.  In August, Celebration Ambassadors will have an opportunity to preview the Promise at recess meetings.  And at Celebration on the Hill, endorsing the Congressional Cancer Promise will be one of the 3 legislative “asks” that Ambassadors will make of their Members. 

What if my Member of Congress asks me questions that I can’t answer about the Congressional Cancer Promise?   

First, they probably won’t.  They know that you are meeting with them to share your own personal experiences in the fight against cancer.  However, at your August recess meeting and your Celebration on the Hill legislative meeting, you will be given a “business card” that you can hand to your Member or their staff if they need more information.  That card will direct them to the ACS National Government Relations Department.   They are eager to help answer any questions from Members – it’s their job!
Will our work around the Congressional Cancer Promise end at Celebration?  

Definitely not!  Just like Celebration on the Hill itself, it won’t be the beginning or the end of our work.  Over the next 1-2 years, we will have many specific opportunities to fight for the priorities that are laid out in the Congressional Cancer Promise, and in 2008, we will be able to reflect on the success of the Congressional Cancer Promise.  
How does it relate to the National 2015 Goals? 

The national challenge goal recognizes that cancer is one of the most preventable and increasingly curable life-threatening diseases.  It calls for bold action in the war against cancer so that we can eliminate suffering and death due to cancer by the year 2015.  Last year, 92 U.S. Senators and 280 Members of the House of Representatives signed a letter to the President affirming those goals.  The Congressional Cancer Promise outlines for our elected officials what specific steps they can take now to help us meet those goals.  

What should I say about the Congressional Cancer Promise?
Explaining the Congressional Cancer Promise is relatively simple.  Here are some talking points that may assist you.  

· The Congressional Cancer Promise is the federal legislative agenda for the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network.  It is what we want to accomplish on Capitol Hill over the next 1-2 years.  

· Some of the things that the Congressional Cancer Promise asks Members of Congress to commit to include increased funding for cancer research, expanding access to health care, making health system reform a priority, and support for programs that will help with prevention, early detection, and survivorship.

· These are the steps that the American Cancer Society and ACS CAN have determined Congress needs to take to help in the fight against cancer.  
[image: image1.jpg]